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OCCURANCE OF THE TERM LIBRARY AND 

INFORMATION SCIENCE ON FACEBOOK: A STUDY 
 

Nantu Acharjya 

Saswati Sen 

 Examines the occurrence of the term ‘Library and Information Science’ on 
the Facebook. As many as 768 groups were discovered, out of which those   
being maintained properly have been identified. The nature / structures of 
groups were analyzed to conduct various studies.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

  According to Wikipedia, the term “Library and Information Science (LIS) is a 

merging of library science and information science. The joint term is associated 

with schools of library and information science (abbreviated to "SLIS"), which 

generally developed from professional training programs to university institutions 

during the second half of the 20
th

 century. In the last part of 1960s schools of 

librarianship began to add the term "information science" to their names. The first 

school to do this was at the University of Pittsburgh in 1964. More schools 

followed during the 1970s and 1980s, and by the 1990s almost all library schools 

in the USA had added information science to their names.” This trend was 

indicative of the growing importance of information technology. Information 

Science is the study and practice of professional methods in the use and 

exploitation of information, for the benefit of users. As an umbrella term it covers 

terms such as library science, librarianship, information science, information work 

etc.So it is clear that LIS has a long background and a chronological development. 

Now a days the sharing of information is easy enough through social networking 

sites.  Facebook is one of the best sites to share information or connect the 

individuals of common interest. There are many groups available on Facebook in 

different subject areas. LIS is a specific field and it has enough information to 

share with the individual or a group or groups globally. 

 

 Why Facebook? 

  Facebook is the most frequently used social networking tool. In this 

paper, Facebook is considered for its specific features.  Their main features 

are: 

 Facebook is freely accessible to the users and is useful in 

promoting library services and activities. 

 Facebook focuses on the users to use of resources and access to 

library materials from everywhere in the world. 

 Facebook offers live chatting and discussion queries in group 

pages, these sites Increase education/ Knowledge opportunity. 
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 Facebook is a substitute to printed information 

in libraries and users can get new information 

easily. 

 Facebook has many ways to encourage user 

group to present feedback and to engage with 

others in online area. 

 Facebook is not only helpful for existing library 

users, but attracts new users to visit library and 

to use services. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
 

The main objectives of the study are:- 

 To know the most used group on “Library and 

Information Science”. 

 To identify the locations of the group. 

 To know the types of groups. 

 To know the most liked groups. 

 To find out Top 20 groups according to Likes. 

 To find out the basic term used in groups. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

 Relevant data was collected from Facebook 

by searching the term “Library and Information 

Science”, collecting the data from the Group tab of 

Facebook until 17
th

 October, 2016 at 08.08 am. The 

search result has come with all the terms, and not 

with the exact phrase. In all, 768 groups were found 

out.  

 

DATA ANALYSIS 

 

Distributions of Groups 

 

  All the 768 LIS groups identified on the 

Facebook may be categorized as: close groups, open 

groups, public and secret groups. There are 3 close 

groups found with varieties of area names. There are 

22 open groups.  Table 1 shows that the close groups 

are the highest (371) in number followed by Public 

Groups (370). 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Distribution of Facebook Groups 

Name of Groups 
Numbers of 

Groups 
Percentage 

Close 371 48.31 

Close with Places 3 0.39 

Open with places 22 2.86 

Public 370 48.18 

Secret 2 0.26 

Total 768 100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Distribution of Facebook Groups 

 

Distribution of Likes of Groups 

 

Table 2 shows the likes as well as 

interest or engagement of individuals. It may be 

noticed that the group with largest occurrence 

i.e. the „close‟ has received only 24.194% likes, 

whereas the maximum likes were acquired by 

Public groups i.e. 75.055%. 

 

Table 2: Distribution of Likes of Groups 

Name of Groups 
Likes of 

Groups 
Percentage 

Close 30032 24.194 

Close with Places 3 0.003 

Open with places 224 0.18 

Public 93166 75.055 

Secret 705 0.568 

Total 124130 100 
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Figure 2: Distribution of Likes of Groups 
 

Top 20 Groups According to Likes 
 

 The 768 groups when ranked fall into 205 

ranks. Here maximum likes (14947) are found in 

„Library & Information Science Professionals‟ and 

this group is at rank one.  

 

Table 3: Top 20 Groups According to Likes 

Ranks Name of Groups Likes 

1 Library & Information Science 

Professionals 

1494

7 

2 Job's in Library and 

Information Science 

1437

2 

3 Library and Information 

Science Group 

1371

5 

4 Students of Library & 

Information Science 7748 

5 Library and Information 

Science Cafe (LIS CAFE) 5819 

6 Dept of Library & Information 

Sciences, AIOU, Islamabad - 

Official 1849 

7 Ready To Victory ( Library and 

Information Science) "Tayari 

Jeet Ki" 1333 

8 MCQ's Bank of Library and 

Information Sciences 1261 

9 Library and Information 

Science Vacancies 1258 

10 Father of Library and 

Information Science in India 1191 

11 Punjab University Department 

of Library & Information 

Science 1175 

لوما 12 ع م قوال ائ وث وال بات ت ك م لمال ع

 Library and Information ت

Science 1144 

13 Department of Library and 

Information Science of Kalyani 

University 1070 

14 Projects UGC MRP in Library 

& Information Science 1053 

15 Nigeria Library and 

Information Science Student 

Association (NLISSA) 1024 

16 Library and Information 

Science(LIS), DELSU 1001 

17 Information Science and 

Library Management 

Bangladesh 997 

18 Information Science and 

Library Management, 

University of Dhaka 980 

19 PULISAA (Pakistan Library 

and Information Science 

Alumni Association) 935 

20 Library and Information 

Science 891 

 

Distribution of Description 

 

 Table 4 shows the distribution of description 

of group. Description is the feature of groups where 

administrator can describe the objectives or 

intentions or features. This is very helpful to identify 

the motive of the groups. After the analysis it is 

noticed that there are 59.12% groups which have no 

description. There are 40.88% groups with 

description. 
 

Table 4: Distribution of Description 

Groups 
Number of 

Description 
Percentage 

With 

Description 314 40.88 

Without 

Description 454 59.12 

Total 768 100 

 

Mistakes in Name of Groups 

 

 Table 5 shows a list of groups. There are 

some spelling and spacing mistakes seen in the name 
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of groups. All the groups are related to some 

universities or associations or LIS professionals and 

others. So the administrators should be very careful 

to select the name of the group and aware of the 

syntax and semantics. The administrators of 29 

(03.77%) groups have committed mistake while 

writing the name of their groups. 

 

Table 5: Mistakes in Name of Groups 
 

S. 

No. 
Name of Groups Problems 

1 ¤¤©¤¤«Deptmnt of Library n 

Information Science»¤¤©¤¤  Spelling  

2 ABSU Library and Information 

Science freshers for 2014/2015 Spelling 

3 Alumni,Centre for Library & 

Information Science 

Studies(CLISS),D.U.  Spacing 

4 Bayero University 

kanoDepartement of Library and 

Information Science Spelling 

5 BLIS.Library& Information 

Science Spacing 

6 Dapertmentof Library of 

Information Science, University of 

the punjab Spelling 

7 Department of Library & 

Information Science,University of 

Kerala Spacing 

8 Department of Library and 

Information Science, Univerity Of 

Delhi Spelling 

9 Department of Library and 

Information 

Science,ShivajiUniversity,Kolhapu

r Spacing 

10 Department of Library and 

Information Science.uniben  Spacing 

11 Dept.of Library & Information 

Science-Jadavpur University 

 Spacin

g 

12 Deptt. of Library & Information 

Science, University of Jammu Spelling 

13 Friends Who Like MULSA, 

Dept.of Library and Information 

Science,AMU 

 Spacin

g 

14 Information Science and Library 

Management,DU(25th Batch) 

 Spacin

g 

15 Information Science& Library 

Managment D.U.(Evening) 

Program  Spelling 

16 KalyaniUniversity_Dept. of 

Library and Information Science  Spacing 

17 Library & Information Science 

(D.A.V.V.), Indore (M.Phil. 1st 

bach) Spelling 

18 Library & Information Science 

Universitas Indonesia 09 Spelling 

19 Library and Information Science 

graduant 
Spelling 

20 Library and Information Science 

students;A.I.F.P.U  Spacing 

21 Library and Information 

Science@Nasarawa state 

polythenic LAFIA  Spelling 

22 Library&Information Science of 

Southern Africa Spacing 

23 Library&Information Science, 

KKU- M.A.'41  Spacing 

24 LIS:Library Information Science 

.Laurates Spacing 

25 Members of Department of 

Libraries &Informations Science, 

Faculty of Arts  Spelling 

26 Preservation &Conservation,Dept. 

of Library & Information 

Science,C.U. Spacing 

27 ThaLibrary and Information 

Science KSP.  Spelling 

28 UITM Bachelor of Science 

Library&Information Management 

(2012/2013) Spacing 

29 VidyasagarUniversity,Dept. of 

Library & Information Science  Spacing 

 

Terms most frequently occurred in Name of 

groups 

 

Table 6 shows the number of occurrences in 

names of groups of 11 terms.  It reveals that the term 

„Information‟ is found in every group name i.e. 768. 

The term Library‟ is found in 764 groups and 

„Libraries‟ is found in four groups. The term 

„Science‟ is seen 771 times. There is one group 

where the term „Science‟ is missing i.e. DIPLIS 

Students and Alumni (SLLA). Besides this there are 

three groups where the term „Science‟ is used twice. 

These groups are Dept. of Library and Information 

Science, U.N.(Auto) college of Science and; 

Master's of Science in Library and Information 

Science; UE - Bachelor of Science in Library and 

Information Science. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/444160855641778/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/444160855641778/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621898627939087/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621898627939087/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/137829082930542/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/137829082930542/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/137829082930542/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/566495143394142/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/566495143394142/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/566495143394142/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1550800125244322/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1550800125244322/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/680878611963246/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/680878611963246/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/680878611963246/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1507357629505970/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1507357629505970/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1507357629505970/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/455141247945668/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/455141247945668/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/455141247945668/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/651158064926856/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/651158064926856/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/651158064926856/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/651158064926856/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/343981272393818/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/343981272393818/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1441687772733349/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1441687772733349/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394900740583919/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394900740583919/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1628314437487247/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1628314437487247/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1628314437487247/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ISLM1213/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ISLM1213/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/334971113260602/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/334971113260602/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/334971113260602/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1841238876102349/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1841238876102349/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164815110242338/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164815110242338/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164815110242338/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/246384307019/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/246384307019/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/279689315558563/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/279689315558563/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/959173997440372/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/959173997440372/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1823409267883350/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1823409267883350/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1823409267883350/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/304185309664987/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/304185309664987/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/141320175953849/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/141320175953849/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/681135218619939/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/681135218619939/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/367703883260592/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/367703883260592/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/367703883260592/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1374230596179909/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1374230596179909/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1374230596179909/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/232967326874221/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/232967326874221/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/389171304481075/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/389171304481075/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/389171304481075/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/vudlisc/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/vudlisc/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/diplis/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/diplis/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/diplis/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/353367325051329/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/353367325051329/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/353367325051329/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/536036466477892/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/536036466477892/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/uebslis/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/uebslis/?ref=br_rs
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Table 6: Some Basic Terms Used in Groups 

Basic Terms Numbers 

Alumni 28 

Association 77 

BLIS 13 

India 05 

Information 768 

Libraries  04 

Library 764 

LIS 98 

MLIS 07 

Science 771 

University 104 

 

FINDINGS 

 

 Total 768 groups are found by searching the 

term “Library and Information Science” in 

Facebook. 

 Five kinds of groups are identified. These 

are close, close with places name, open 

groups with place names, public and secret. 

 Maximum groups are close by nature(371 

out of 768 groups) 

 Maximum likes are acquired by Public 

groups (93,166 likes out of 1, 24,130 likes). 

 Maximum likes (14947) are found in 

„Library & Information Science 

Professionals‟ and this group has obtained 

rank one. 

 Few groups are not being maintained 

properly. 

 Close groups are not sharing information to 

non-members, sometimes there are strictly 

closed their discussions. 

 Most (59.12%) of groups have no 

description. 

 Most of the groups are related to LIS Dept. 

of universities. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 All the department of LIS should have presence 

on Facebook and should maintain this properly. 

 Every group should be formal and authentic. 

 These groups should be public or open by 

nature. 

 Group should be recognized officially. 

 The shared information of group should be 

useful for users. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 In the present era Facebook is becoming an 

identity for every individual, especially for young 

generation. They feel free with this virtual 

environment and they share and gather information 

from there. This virtual environment has become a 

platform for sharing information about the field of 

Library and Information Science (LIS) such as 

information about LIS career, LIS job, LIS 

education, LIS syllabus, Information about 

emergency notification of LIS, recent development 

of LIS, LIS discussion, LIS forum, News from LIS 

associations, News about LIS journals, Learning 

materials of LIS etc.). In short, Facebook has 

provided a fairly good platform for the LIS 

professionals to interact.  
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